
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
AND 

ORDERS OF PROTECTION
AND 

TRACKING THE ACCUSED



What is Domestic 
Violence?

The willful intimidation, physical 
assault, sexual assault, and/or other 
abusive behavior that is part of a 
systemic PATTERN OF POWER AND 
CONTROL inflicted on one person in 
a domestic relationship upon the 
other.





ITôS EVERYWHERE

In the United States, more than 10 million adults 
experience domestic violence annually.  

1 in 4 women and 1 in 10 men will experience 
domestic violence during their lifetime.

IN TENNESSEE:

There were nearly 70,000 domestic violence calls in 
2020

90 people were murdered in domestic violence 
incidents in 2020

Nearly 40% of women and nearly 37% of men will 
experience domestic violence in their lifetimes.



What is Assault?

T.C.A. § 39-13-101

Intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly 
causes bodily injury to another; or

Intentionally or knowingly causes another 
to reasonably fear bodily injury; or 

Intentionally or knowingly causes physical 
contact with another and a reasonable 
person would regard the contact as 
extremely offensive or provocative. 



What is Aggravated 
Assault?

T.C.A. § 39-13-102

Assault that results in:

Serious bodily injury

Results in the death of another

Involves the use or display of a deadly 
weapon

Involved strangulation or attempted 
strangulation 



What makes it 
domestic?

T.C.A. § 39-13-111

Persons who are current or 
former spouses

Persons who live together or 
have lived together

Persons who are dating or who 
have dated or who have or had 
a sexual relationship BUT does 
not include fraternization 
between 2 individuals in a 
business or social context



What makes it domestic?
T.C.A. § 39-13-111

Persons who are related by blood 
or adoption

Persons who are related or were 
formerly related by marriage

Adult or minor children of a 
person in a relationship that is 
described above



Primary Aggressor

T.C.A. § 36-3-619

If a law enforcement officer has probable cause to 
believe that a person has committed domestic assault, 
whether in the officerôs presence or not, the preferred 
response of the officer is arrest. 

If two are more parties are complaining, it is the 
officerôs job to determine primary aggressor.

If both parties appear to be equally responsible, itôs 
left to the officerôs discretion.




