
Marijuana
Brief overview of marijuana trends and developing statistics



WHAT IS LEGAL IN TENNESSEE?

▪ CBD

▪ Delta-8 THC

▪ Delta-9 THC (Concentrations of 0.3% or less)

▪ Delta-10 THC

▪ THC-A (loop hole weed [concentrations of 0.3% or less*])  



What's the difference?



What makes Delta-9 legal? 

▪ 2018 Farm Bill

▪ Redefined the term Hemp

▪ Hemp.--The term `hemp' means 
the plant Cannabis sativa L. 
and any part of that plant, 
including the seeds thereof and 
all derivatives, extracts, 
cannabinoids, isomers, acids, 
salts, and salts of isomers, 
whether growing or not, with a 
delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol 
concentration of not more than 
0.3 percent on a dry weight 
basis



A Harmeless Plant?
LEARNABOUTSAM.ORG

Average is 22% THC in legal state and
Concentrates are up to 99% THC



-   Coke has 57mg caffeine per 20 oz

- Cappuccino has 173mg per 16 oz
- X 30 = 5,190 mg equivalent 



Marijuana Use Disorder



Marijuana Use Disorder

▪ Per the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 

* Hasin DS, Saha TD, Kerridge BT, et al. Prevalence of marijuana use disorders in the United States between 2001-2002 and 2012-2013. JAMA Psychiatry. 2015;72(12):1235-1242.





How Prevalent is Marijuana Use?



Cannabis Induced Psychosis

▪ What is Cannabis Induced Psychosis? 

▪ It is still being studied and at this time there is no “hard set” 
definition. 

▪ At this time cannabis use (specifically with high percentage THC 
products) is sometimes causing temporary states of psychosis and 
triggering the onset of severe mental disorders to include 
schizophrenia. Cannabis use is also being linked to increased suicidal 
thoughts and behaviors in teens and veterans. 

▪ The temporary psychotic states are reported to last up to 24 hours. 
(per medicalnewstoday.com) 
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Health Issues Related to Marijuana 
Short Term Effects
- Altered Senses (example seeing brighter colors)
- Altered sense of time
- Change of mood
- Impaired mobility
- Difficulty thinking
- Impaired memory
- Hallucinations
- Delusions
- Psychosis

Long Term Effects 
- Impaired memory
- Lower IQ (one study showed on going users between 13-38 years old 

lost 8 IQ points on average)
- Respiratory issues (consistent with tobacco use)
- Increased heart rate for up to 3 hours, potentially increases heart 

attack risk particularly is older users 
- Problems with child development during and after pregnancy



Marijuana Use During Pregnancy 
- One study found that 20% of pregnant women 

under 24 years old screened positive for marijuana
- Often used for nausea remedy 
- Linked to low birth weight
- Increased risk to the brain and behavior of fetus
- Children exposed to marijuana in the womb have 

an increased risk of problems paying attention, 
memory, and problem solving compared to 
unexposed children

- Research also shows THC is excreted through 
breast milk  and could have effects on a baby’s 
brain development.

- Marijuana use has been linked to preterm births 
and increased still births

- A Canadian study found that women who used 
marijuana during pregnancy have more than a 50% 
greater chance to give birth to a child with autism vs 
non users. 

- Cannabis contains many of the same chemicals 
found in tobacco. These chemicals are linked to 
lowering supply of oxygen and nutrients to a baby 
in the womb



DUI



DUI



DUI



DUI



But We Can Tax It!!!





Environmental Issues



Signs and Symptoms 













LOOPHOLE 

WEED



Yes it does…..

The conversion rate of THCA to Delta-9 THC can vary, but it 
generally falls around 0.877. This means that when THCA is 
decarboxylated, approximately 87.7% of it converts to Delta-9 
THC





Analysis Example

This is the analysis of the Pluto strain. At 
this time in TN this product is legal under 
the farm bill, but will smoke like Delta 9 at 
~24% THC



TN Dept. of Agriculture update 2024

▪ In September of 2024, the Tennessee Dept. of Ag. changed 
their testing rules. The new testing standards go into effect 
in December 2024. Due to the conversation of THC-a to 
THC-D9, testing standards for THC-a is also being lowered to 
concentrations of 0.3% and lower. Anything tested over this 
range is considered marijuana. Any samples, or batches 
tested over this by the department are subject to seizure. At 
this time this seems to be effecting distributors on the 
commercial side, but unknown if this will trickle down to 
street level possession law changes. This will essentially end 
legal commercial distribution of THC-a.



House Bill 1376

▪ On May 21, 2025, Gov. Lee signed HB 1376 into law.

▪ This bill changed the total allowable THC level to be 0.3% or 
lower. This is including THC-a and Delta-8. Previous law only 
pertained to Delta 9.

▪ This will effectively end THC-a popularity.

▪ The law will go into effect on January 1, 2026.

▪ The Tennessee Alcoholic Beverage Commission (ABC) will be 
in charge of enforcement of this law. 



When does this become a problem?

Marijuana 

▪ Not complicated, marijuana is illegal. 

Hemp / CBD
▪ Almost no oversight for growers or distributors. (We 

have bought CBD products that tested with high 
percents of Delta 9)

▪ Opens the door for marijuana products to be labeled 
as CBD. (We have seen this here in our county)

▪ Some people report marijuana like effects after 
consuming products (impairment issues)

▪ Products are not regulated by FDA (possibly 
changing soon)

▪ Unknown long term effects. Current studies show 
potential harm to liver, interactions with medications, 
and male reproduction system.

▪ Also no long term studies of children exposed to 
CBD or pregnant women. 



If it’s so bad, then 
why is there such a 
big push to legalize 
it?



IT’S THE MODERN DAY BIG TOBACCO BOOM!!



The global cannabis market was valued at $43.72 billion dollars in 2022, and    
projected to hit $57.18 billion in 2023, and up to $444.34 billion by 2030 
(fourtunebusinessinsights.com). Statista.com is showing a projection of $64.73 billion 
this year (2024).

Altria (parent company to Marlboro) acquired 45% stake in Cronos, one of the largest 
international marijuana distributors.

Imperial Brands, the fourth largest tobacco company in the world, has invested roughly 
$94 million USD in Auxly, a Canadian marijuana company. 

In March 2022, Pfizer made a deal worth $6.7 billion with Arena Pharmaceuticals to 
develop cannabinoid type therapeutics.

John Stewart, former Purdue Pharma CEO (creators of oxycontin), left pharmaceuticals 
to start his own marijuana company.



Constellation Brands, makers of Corona, purchased a 9.9% stake in Canopy Growth for 
$191 million, then upped it to 38% for $4 billion in 2018. The company has the option to 
increase their investment up to 139.7 million new shares for up to $5 billion more. Canopy 
Growth is one of the largest cannabis companies and is based in Ontario.

Blue Moon has also made investments in the marijuana industry.

Altria and Constellation lead to the establishment of CPEAR, which is an advocacy group 
that pushes for legalization at the state and federal level. They released a paper in March of 
2022, that showed that marijuana use does not increase in states where marijuana is legal. 
But they used nation wide youth marijuana data, which included states where it’s NOT legal, 
instead of only looking at state level data inb legalized states. They also did not mention any 
of the dozens of studies showing increased use with legalization. 



An investigative journalist, Jonathan Gornall, has linked many of these large commercial 
organizations with vested interests in the creation of the recreational and medical market. He 
even found that several tobacco companies were funding studies on medical marijuana. 

Marijuana commercialization presents a new addiction-for-profit industry 



DIFFERENT FORMS OF MARIJUANA PRODUCTS
(that you will primarily see)

- Raw flower

- Edibles

- Concentrates

- Vapes



Raw Flower

▪ Raw flower form is most 
commonly smoked. 

▪ Has the strongest scent typically, 
in both the raw form and when 
smoked.

▪ Sometimes baked into homemade 
edibles



- Street terms you will hear may include – sticky, loud, lows, highs, that gas, green, tree
- Many times people will hide the product, but will forget to hide to accompanying 

paraphernalia. Things to look for: 





Edibles

- Most of what we see now are commercial grade products in professional packaging
- Edibles can also be made at home (i.e. brownies and cookies). 
- Often times instead of using raw flower in home made products people will opt to use 

cannabis infused butter 
- Effects of the high typically last longer due to the chemicals going through the 

digestion track. Highs can last up to 6+ hours, vs up to 4hrs from smoking/vaping
- Dosing is nearly impossible 



Edibles



Edibles



Edibles



Edibles



Edibles



Edibles



Concentrates
- The strongest forms of any cannabis products
- Come in many variations, and more are being created to this day
- Concentrations up to 99% THC (remember the weed 20 yrs ago was only about 

3%)
- Typically smoked from a pipe style device or diffuser
- Usually require high heat to melt down so you will often see butane torches  









Vapes

- Contains cannabis concentrates 
- Very common among youth
- Come in prefabricated rigs and refills
- High quality extracts will have little to no marijuana scent even when used
- Prefabricated models will typically have the marijuana warning label on them





What to look for on commercial packaging



Det. Corey Floyd
Rutherford County Sheriff’s Office

Narcotics Unit
615-801-3155

cfloyd@rcsotn.org
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