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55-10-207

Traffic citation in lieu of 
arrest.

As used in this section, “traffic citation” means a 
written citation or an electronic citation prepared by 
a law enforcement officer on paper or on an 
electronic data device with the intent the citation 
shall be filed, electronically or otherwise, with a court 
having jurisdiction over the alleged offense.



40-7-118

Use of citations in lieu of continued custody of an 
arrested person.

(a) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires:
(1) “Citation” means an order prepared as a written or electronic citation and issued by a 

peace officer on paper or on an electronic data device requiring a person accused of 
violating the law to appear in a designated court or government office at a specified date 
and time. The signature of the person to whom the order is issued is required, and the 
order must be filed, electronically or otherwise, with a court having jurisdiction over the 
alleged offense;
(2) “Magistrate” means any state judicial officer, including the judge of a municipal court, 

having original trial jurisdiction over misdemeanors or felonies; and
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40-1-106. OFFICIALS DEFINED AS MAGISTRATES.

The judges of the supreme, appellate, chancery, circuit, general sessions and 
juvenile courts throughout the state, judicial commissioners and county mayors in 
those officers' respective counties, and the presiding officer of any municipal or 
city court within the limit of their respective corporations, are magistrates within 
the meaning of this title. The judges of chancery and circuit courts have 
statewide jurisdiction to issue search warrants pursuant to chapter 6, part 1 of this 
title in any district. All other magistrates have statewide jurisdiction to issue search 
warrants pursuant to chapter 6, part 1 of this title in any district, county, or 
jurisdiction, if at least one (1) element of the alleged crime on which the search 
warrant is based is committed within the jurisdiction of the magistrate.
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